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MESSAGE FROM THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

June 15 – 26, 2022  

 

 

 
 

– Oro-Medonte 

Sincerely,
 

 

 Doug Shipley, Member of Parliament
Barrie – Springwater 

It gives me great pleasure to extend 
greetings and a warm welcome to 
everyone attending the inaugural Simcoe 
County Theatre Festival.

Simcoe County is home to many 
established and emerging artistic talents 
who will be featured during this Festival. 
I know that this event will be a welcomed 

opportunity to showcase, network, and connect.

I would like to commend the event organizers and all Theatre by 
the Bay team members for bringing this Festival to our 
community.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful and enjoyable 
Festival.



2022 THEATRE BY THE BAY 
BOARD MEMBERS
Welcome! I’m thrilled you’ve joined Theatre by the 
Bay at the first (annual) Simcoe County Theatre 
Festival. I hope you are as excited as I am to see 
these new and original works - being presented 
by some of Simcoe County’s most exciting and 
talented theatre artists. As I’m sure you are 
aware, the pandemic has been devastating for 
live performance, including, of course, theatre 
productions. This theatre festival has been a long 
time coming and a tremendous amount of hard 
work. We’re so incredibly pleased and proud to 
finally be able to share the joy, trepidation, and 
magic that comes from presenting theatre live 
and in person. I hope you’ll agree with me that the 
results are worth the wait.

If these exciting new productions are inspiring you 
to get more involved, I’d invite you to become a 
member of Theatre by the Bay. It’s a wonderful way 
to ensure that TBTB can continue to produce new 
and original works and that we all get to enjoy a 
second (annual) Simcoe County Theatre Festival. In 
addition, you’ll have the opportunity to participate in 
member-only events, access free tickets, exclusive 
content, and more.

Enjoy the show!

Zarah Walpole, President, TBTB
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ARTISTIC 
DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE
Hello friends,

Welcome to the inaugural Simcoe County 
Theatre Festival, powered by Theatre by 
the Bay! I am thrilled to have you here and 
delighted that this momentous occasion 
has finally arrived.

When I was an Indie Producer back in 
2015, I was shocked to discover that there 
was no festival or event for local theatre 
artists to experiment, network, grow, 
and make theatre. While I am thrilled to 
have been part of Theatre by the Bay’s 
transformation to fill some of those needs 
in our community, to me, a festival like this 
has always been the missing piece.

I want to thank all of the amazing artists 
who dove head-first into this process. The 
ingenuity, the drive, and the comradery 
has been remarkable and the patience 
and understanding as we launched an 
event of this scale for the first time has 
been greatly appreciated.



I want to thank our amazing committee 
members - Carolina Belmares, Danielle Joy 
Kostrich, Lauren Andrews, and Liam Karry 
for their guidance and enthusiasm. 
Special thanks to the wonderful Sabrina 
Merks, who went above and beyond to 
support the realization of the festival during 
its early stages. 

This truly was the Simcoe County Theatre 
Festival - and I also want to thank all of the 
community groups - from robotics clubs 
to dance studios to media groups - who 
provided all kinds of amazing support to lead 
to this moment. We also want to thank the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation, whose support is 
the reason the Festival was able to launch in 
the first place.

If you like what you see today, and want to 
ensure that the Festival can continue into the 
future, please donate to Theatre by the Bay. 
Running an event of this scale, let alone all of 
our educational programs that fuel it, and the 
productions that we create, requires strong 
community support. Donations of any size 
would be most welcome and provide us with 
the means to provide (more) opportunities 
like the Simcoe County Theatre Festival.

Enjoy!

Sincerely, 
Iain Moggach, Artistic Director



EDUCATION & CREATION 
COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE
Hello Simcoe County Theatre Festival go-ers 
and do-ers. My name is Leah Holder and I am the 
Education & Creation Coordinator with Theatre 
by the Bay. And I love new plays. 

Playwriting is solitary. But theatre is 
collaborative. And with new plays, it’s all coming 
together for the first time. So what you are 
watching is a system of creation at work. Most 
of these playwrights started with an idea, 
an inspiration, and worked in isolation. They 
dreamed and thought, wrote notes, did research, 
created and developed characters, worked a 
plot outline, and got it down in a draft, mostly all 
on their own. 

And then the real work begins. 

Playwrights bravely open up their imagined 
worlds to other collaborators, opening 
themselves up to notes and offers, to others’ 
interpretations of a story they’ve held so close. 
Playwrights, directors, and actors then work 
together to dramaturge the play- to make 
shifts and changes in the text- making the 
theatrical representation of the playwright’s 
story stronger. 



The goal of all this collaboration is to make the 
play more itself. To bring that ephemeral thing, 
the playwright’s initial inspiration, the spirit of the 
piece, to action on the stage. This work takes a 
lot of time and effort, and cuts and edits, and line 
changes, and new drafts, and inserted pages, 
and trying something new and it not working, 
and breakthroughs and rehearsal successes, 
and and and… it goes on.

And time is linear. So sooner or later, whether the 
team thinks the new play is “done” or not- we are 
joined by a new collaborator-the audience. 

Collectively, collaboratively we are all midwives, 
helping to birth these new plays. And midwifery 
is a sacred duty. Thank you playwrights for 
letting us into your brains and spirits. Thank you 
directors for lifting up your playwright’s vision 
and merging it with your own. Thank you actors 
for offering your hearts and minds and bodies 
to bring it to life. And thank you audience for your 
presence in the process, bearing witness to new 
work. 

I am beyond excited for the future of this Festival. 
Happy watching and happy creating.

Leah Holder, 
Education and Creation Coordinator



PRODUCTION TEAM
Producer 
Iain Moggach
he/him

Iain is an award-winning director, producer, 
actor and theatre educator, born and raised in 
Ottawa. Iain was the inaugural participant of 
TBTB’s Indie Producer’s Co-Op and became 
Executive Director of TBTB in 2015, and later 
became Artistic Director in October 2018. Iain 
has received numerous awards during his 
time with Theatre by the Bay, including Barrie’s 
Young Professional of the 
Year (2019).



Production Manager 
Madeline Disera
she/her

Maddie Disera is a theatre creator from 
Tiny, Ontario. She recently graduated from 
Queen’s University with a BA (hons) in drama 
& music, and is currently completing an Arts 
Administration and Cultural Management 
certificate at Humber College. Production 
Management is Maddie’s passion and she 
is thrilled to be back with Theatre by the Bay. 
She’d like to thank the SCTF team for their 
amazing work and her family for their years 
of unwavering support.

Stage Manager 
Lesley Coo
she/her

Lesley is thrilled to be back at TBTB for a third 
season. Previous shows include The Cenotaph 
Project, Caribou Cave (Cavern des Caribous), 
Key to Conspiracy and Juncture. Lesley has 
also worked for other Simcoe County theatre 
groups including Burro’d Theatre and The 
South Simcoe Theatre (where she is also a 
member of the board of directors). She is proud 
to be this year’s recipient of the Nick Baillie 
Volunteer of the Year award from TBTB.



Stage Manager 
Kelsey Jensen
she/her

Kelsey Jensen is an emerging Stage Manager 
who recently returned to Barrie after graduating 
from the University of Windsor. This is her first 
production with Theatre by the Bay. Recent 
credits as stage manager include Steel 
Magnolias (Mariposa Arts Theatre Foundation), 
StartUP Theater Festival (University of Windsor) 
and Box and Cox (Black Cat Theatre Company). 
She would like to thank her friends and family for 
their continued support.

Assistant Stage Manager 
Shania Scott
she/her

Shania Scott is an 18 year old student with a 
passion for theatre and she is the Assistant 
Stage Manager for the festival. She loves doing 
the behind the scenes work, such as the lighting, 
the sound and making sure everything runs 
smoothly while the actual event is happening.



Indie Producer 
Ece Aydin
she/her

Ece (“Edgeh”)Aydin is a theatre maker originally 
from Turkey. Her experience as a creator spans 
across disciplines and borders she’s an award-
winning choreographer, a performer with 
experience on stage and screen, and a visual 
artist with public recognition for her work. She 
has recently graduated from Humber College’s 
Theatre Performance program and is happy 
to be one of the associate producers at the 
inaugural Simcoe County Theatre Festival. 

Indie Producer 
Chloë Rose Flowers 
she/her

Chloë Flowers is a producer, director, actor, and 
playwright currently completing her Drama, 
Theatre, and Performance Studies specialist 
at the University of Toronto. She is thrilled to 
be an Indie Producer for Theatre by the Bay 
alongside Ece Aydin. Chloë was recently an 
Executive Producer for the St. Michael’s College 
Troubadours, as well as an elected member of 
the U of T Drama Coalition. Following the Simcoe 
County Theatre Festival, Chloë will be next seen 
devising a show for the University of Toronto. 



Education & Creation 
Coordinator 
Leah Holder
she/her

Leah Holder is an actor, director/dramaturg, 
and educator, and is currently the Education & 
Creation Coordinator for TBTB. As a director/ 
dramaturg she works in the creation of new 
work, and has a wealth of experience in site-
specific and found space pieces. She is the 
playwright and lead actor of the sold-out 
production of Mary of Shanty Bay (TBTB). Leah 
is a proud graduate of George Brown Theatre 
School, and is originally from New Brunswick.

Intimacy Coordinator 
Alayna Molotkow
Administrator 
PJ Hammond
Communications Officer 
Khaleel Gandhi
Lighting Designer 
Rob Mather



B-O-D-Y
A Letter to Myself

A devised theatre piece exploring 
how our trauma, mental illness/
health, grief and thoughts live, 
dwell, and maybe even get stuck 
within ourselves and our bodies. 
Framed as a letter to our 
younger selves, and using the 
collective’s real-life experience 
as a guide, B-O-D-Y will open 
up a chance for self-reflection, 
a chance to be seen, and a 
hopeful perspective on 
how we can move our bodies 
forward from here.



Black Cat 
Theatre Co.

Black Cat Theatre Company is an 
organization founded in 2021 by Connor 

Jesso and Sabrina Merks. Their goal is to 
provide an inclusive space for artists to 

play, create and tell their personal stories. 
To date, Black Cat has donated over $500 
to local and national charities. As our team 
continues to grow, we are honoured to be a 

part of the first ever Simcoe County Theatre 
Festival, we hope you enjoy this years 

creation, B-O-D-Y.



Director 
Sabrina Merks
they/them/she

Sabrina Merks is grateful for the 
opportunity to share some of 
our stories with people across 
Simcoe County. Sabrina is a multi-
disciplinary artist, graduating from 
Queens University in Musical Theatre 
Performance. Having done their 
internship with Theatre by the Bay, 
they are excited to share all they have 
learned with everyone from the past 
few years. They wanted to create a 
show with you in mind. They thank you 
for coming and hope you enjoy.



Ensemble 
Keelan Ballantyne
he/they

Keelan is excited to bring you a show 
that comes from the heart. He thanks 
his family, friends and his partner 
Taylor for all their support. 

Acting credits include The Cenotaph 
Project (Theatre by the Bay), Billy Elliot 
(YES Theatre), Rent, School of Rock, 
Urinetown, Shrek:The Musical, Tarzan 
(Moving Art), Beauty and the Beast Jr., 
The Little Mermaid Jr., Oliver!, Mumma 
Mia (KCP), and Fiddler on the Roof and 
Disaster!(South Simcoe Theatre).



Ensemble 
Dawnlisha Cain
she/her

Dawn Cain is a multidisciplinary 
artist who works within the realm of 
photography, creative writing, and 
digital art. Currently she is enrolled in 
the Film Writing Program at Toronto 
Film School and wants to further 
her studies in Film Production to 
bring her own original scripts and 
screenplays to life. She has branched 
out into acting last year with TBTB’s 
production of Ghost Watchers and 
looks forward to expanding 
her skill set. 



Ensemble 
Hayley Gelinas
she/her

Haley Gelinas is a triple 
threat performer, as well as a 
choreographer for Black Cat 
Theatre Company. She is so excited 
to be able to share this powerful 
piece with the festival attendees! 



Ensemble 
Connor Jesso
he/him

Connor is very grateful to be 
performing with Theatre by the Bay 
and Black Cat Theatre Co. again. The 
love, vulnerability and strength his 
team showed during this process is 
extremely inspiring and admirable to 
him. He would love to thank everyone 
who supported this process and 
express how proud he is of Sabrina’s 
work on this show.



Ensemble 
Makenna Louks
they/them

Makenna is an artist re-exploring 
theatre. They desire to grow and learn 
through theatre, and through listening 
to others. Makenna would like to 
thank their support team, their cast 
and crew, and most importantly the 
director, Sabrina for giving them that 
space to heal and grow. 



Ensemble 
Alexa Zigon
she/her

Alexa is very excited to be a part of 
B-O-D-Y as a performer and part of 
the creative team. Her recent credits 
include St. Lawrence College’s 
production of Sweet Charity as the 
Frug girl. She is a recent graduate 
of St. Lawrence College’s Musical 
Theatre program and is currently 
studying Drama and Music at 
Queen’s University. She would like 
to thank everyone who supports her 
passion and journey in the arts.



Showtimes
June 17 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 18 
7:10 - 7:55pm

June 22 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 25 
7:10 - 7:55pm

June 26 
1:30 - 2:15pm

B-O-D-Y
A Letter to Myself



“I” on 
the Prize

A newcomer raises some eyebrows 
as well as suspicions among the 
regulars when he arrives partway 
through BINGO night at a small 
town Ontario church. Through fast-
paced, frenetic comedy, “I” on the 
Prize explores what charity and 
giving actually look like, and how 
much is possible when we make 
space for others.



Playwright 
Trudee Romanek
she/her

Trudee Romanek is a playwright, award-winning 
author, and co-creator of Theatre by the Bay’s 
Ghost Watchers. Bright Daybreak, her WWII play, 
was part of Calgary Lunchbox Theatre’s 2021 
New Canadian Works Festival. Her comedy “I” on 
the Prize won the President’s Award at Theatre 
on the Ridge’s Snapshots Festival. Trudee is 
currently writing a play for TBTB’s 2023 season. 
She also co-hosts the theatre podcast Stage 
Whispers. www.trudeeromanek.com



Director 
Stephen Bainborough
he/him

Stephen is a local actor/ director/ playwright 
who has been involved with many local 
theatre groups. He is excited to be part of the 
innaugral Simcoe County Theatre Festival.



Assistant Director 
Rachel Moore
she/her

Rachel is an actress, producer and playwright. 
She graduated George Brown (2018) and was 
an indie-producer for Theatre by the Bay in 
2018 (Mary of Shanty Bay and Northern Lights). 
Favorite projects include workshops of Nithy, 
Ace Detective (Carousel Players) and Green 
Skies (TBTB), Popova in Chekhov’s The Bear, and 
Abigail Williams in Arthur Miller’s The Crucible. 
She’s enjoyed participating in this inaugural 
festival acting in Barrie, Europa and assistant 
directing “I” on the Prize.



Yeshua 
Ahmed Almokdad
he/him

Ahmed’s a Syrian-born Canadian Actor & 
Writer from Edmonton, Alberta. He’s been 
graced with the ability to work alongside 
artists much smarter than him at an early 
age, and has since been chasing the love 
for sharing stories as a collaborative 
effort. Now, Ahmed is currently in Toronto 
attaining his Bachelor’s in Creative Arts, 
and produces short films with his company 
‘Mokdad Creates’. He hopes you enjoy this 
fantastic show!



Jim 
Stephen Dobby
he/him

Stephen Dobby is an actor from Barrie, and 
he is thrilled to be a part of Simcoe County’s 
first theatre festival. He has worked all over 
Simcoe County in many different productions 
with SST, MAT, KCP, Burro’d, and TBTB. He is 
thankful to the organizers of this festival and 
the wonderful casts and crews of both shows, 
and to his family for putting up with his crazy 
schedule for the past couple months.



Lilly 
Rochelle Reynolds
she/her

Rochelle (M.A., B.F.A.) is delighted to be both 
performing in and directing 
for the SCTF. Both shows hold special places 
in her heart, as she hopes they will in yours, 
too. Thanks to everyone who helped bring 
these productions to light; especially to Bryan 
Haas and the incredible Robotics team at 
Banting Memorial High School for going to 
infinity and beyond for Barrie, Europa!



Vi 
Jenny Senior
she/her

Jenny is thrilled to be part of this inaugural 
festival! After the pandemic hiatus it has 
been exciting to be back on stage under the 
great direction of Stephen and Keara. Thanks 
to the cast and crew of both shows and to the 
writers, Alexandra and Trudee for entrusting 
us with their scripts.



“I” on 
the Prize

Showtimes
June 16 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 18 
3:40 - 4:25pm

June 21 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 24 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 25 
3:40 - 4:25pm



Barrie, 
Europa

A fast-paced and quick-
witted comedy revolving 

around the City of Barrie’s 
successful bid to become 

an ambassador human 
settlement on Jupiter’s moon, 

Europa. Through absurdity and 
laughs, Barrie, Europa asks, 

“What makes home a home?”



Playwright 
Kristian Diesen
he/him

Kristian was born and raised in 
Norway. He has lived in Canada for 
sixteen years, with half of those 
in Simcoe County. He has been 
a musician in numerous theatre 
productions and bands since 
childhood, in Norway, France, and 
Canada. Barrie, Europa is Kristian’s 
first play to be produced, and he is 
very excited to be part of the Simcoe 
County Theatre festival.



Director 
Rochelle Reynolds
she/her

Rochelle (M.A., B.F.A.) is delighted to 
be both performing in and directing 
for the SCTF. Both shows hold 
special places in her heart, as she 
hopes they will in yours, too. Thanks 
to everyone who helped bring these 
productions to light; especially 
to Bryan Haas and the incredible 
Robotics team at Banting Memorial 
High School for going to infinity and 
beyond for Barrie, Europa!



Male Actor 
Stephen Dobby
he/him

Stephen Dobby is an actor from Barrie, 
and he is thrilled to be a part of Simcoe 
County’s first theatre festival. He has 
worked all over Simcoe County in many 
different productions with SST, MAT, 
KCP, Burro’d, and TBTB. He is thankful 
to the organizers of this festival and 
the wonderful casts and crews of both 
shows, and to his family for putting up 
with his crazy schedule for the past 
couple months.



Female Actor 
Rachel Moore
she/her

“Rachel is an actress, producer and 
playwright. She graduated George 
Brown (2018) and was an indie-
producer for Theatre by the Bay 
in 2018 (Mary of Shanty Bay and 
Northern Lights). Favorite projects 
include workshops of Nithy, Ace 
Detective (Carousel Players) and 
Green Skies (TBTB), Popova in 
Chekhov’s The Bear, and Abigail 
Williams in Arthur Miller’s The 
Crucible. She’s enjoyed participating 
in this inaugural festival acting 
in Barrie, Europa and assistant 
directing “I” on the Prize.”



Barrie, 
Europa

Showtimes
June 15 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 18 
6:05 - 6:50pm

June 19 
2:35 - 3:20pm

June 23 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 25 
6:05 - 6:50pm



Murth 
Island

This touching fantasy follows 
a group of children as they 
play make-believe on a 
southern Ontario island. But 
imagination and reality start 
to collide as their games 
uncover dark secrets buried 
deep in the island’s roots.



Playwright 
Alexandra Belle 
Gaudet
she/her

Alexandra Belle Gaudet is an emerging 
artist who has recently completed her 
BFA in Theatre with a specialization in 
playwriting at York University. Murth Island 
is one of four written works by Alex that 
have seen the stage, following her most 
recent co-created work, Fat Girls Club. 
She is incredibly grateful to hand off Murth 
Island to such a talented group of creatives 
who will bring Murth Island to life on stage.



Director 
Keara Voo
she/her

Keara is a showtune-singing, trash-TV-binging 
theatre and film artist from Barrie, Ontario. 
Previous directing credits include: Two Girls, 
One Corpse by Marissa Caldwell and Michelle 
Blanchard for Theatre by the Bay, Sometimes I 
Feel Like I’m Not Even Me by Camryn Chew for 
the OR Festival and Fade To Grey by herself for 
the NTS Drama Festival. Shoutout to her friends 
and family for their support and SCTF for the 
opportunity. Enjoy the show!



James 
Jackson Doner
he/they

Jackson is an emerging actor, playwright, 
and theatre artist originally from Kitchener-
Waterloo. Recently graduating from Toronto 
Metropolitan University, Jackson is delighted 
to see his new play Retrograde premiering in 
this year’s festival, and to be acting in Murth 
Island. Jackson resides in Toronto, where he 
runs his immersive theatre company “Dead 
Raccoon” under which he recently directed 
the staged reading for his play 86 ME. 
DeadRaccoon.ca



Joe 
Frank Kewin
he/him

Frank is a licensed psychotherapist and avid 
theatre performer. He loves the whole process, 
rehearsals, character development and 
performing. It’s exciting to be a part of this TBTB 
Team empowering local talent to tell powerful 
stories! The 21st century belongs to Storytellers! 



John 
Isaac Pilozo
he/him

Isaac Pilozo is a Queer Latine actor, director, 
and artist based in Toronto and Simcoe 
County. Graduating from the University 
of Toronto in 2021 with an Honours BA in 
Drama, English, and Equity Studies, he has 
extensive experience in acting, directing, and 
producing for numerous theatre, film, and 
television productions. Select credits: Puck 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Macbeth 
in Macbeth, Laertes in Hamlet, and Eddie in 
Mamma Mia.



GD 
Valeria Bravo Reyes
she/her

Valeria is excited to be participating in the first 
ever Simcoe County Theatre Festival. She 
has worked with Theatre by the Bay before, 
participating in The Cenotaph Project in 2019 
as Assistant Director and directing a play in 
the Emerging Directors Program in 2020. Post 
graduating, she chose to pursue her passion 
of music. Receiving a Bachelor’s degree in 
Music at Humber College, Vale is currently 
playing gigs as a bassist all around Toronto.



Mrs. Baker 
Jennifer Senior
she/her

Jenny is thrilled to be part of this inaugural 
festival! After the pandemic hiatus it has 
been exciting to be back on stage under 
the great direction of Stephen and Keara. 
Thanks to the cast and crew of both shows 
and to the writers, Alexandra and Trudee for 
entrusting us with their scripts.



Richard 
Rob Walker
he/him

This is Rob’s second performance with 
Theatre by the Bay, having played George 
Rogers in the 2021 production of ‘Juncture.’ In 
the past, Rob was a frequent cast member 
with Midland’s ‘Huronia Players.’ He has also 
acted in several film and TV projects, including 
a CNN mini-series, “American Dynasties: The 
Kennedys,” a PBS documentary ‘The Eastland 
Disaster,’ and a background role in CBC’s 
‘Kim’s Convenience.’



Murth 
Island

Showtimes
June 15 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 18 
1:30 - 2:15pm

June 19 
1:30 - 2:15pm

June 23 
7:30 - 8:15pm

June 25 
1:30 - 2:15pm



Retrograde

Astrology and/or a pandemic 
lockdown pull three hip, young 
strangers together in the alley 
behind a semi-legal concert. 
Retrograde explores their 
search for connection and 
relationships in a time of 
social isolation.



Playwright 
Jackson Doner
he/they

Jackson is an emerging actor, playwright, 
and theatre artist originally from Kitchener-
Waterloo. Recently graduating from Toronto 
Metropolitan University, Jackson is delighted 
to see his new play Retrograde premiering in 
this year’s festival, and to be acting in Murth 
Island. Jackson resides in Toronto, where he 
runs his immersive theatre company “Dead 
Raccoon” under which he recently directed 
the staged reading for his play 86 ME. 
DeadRaccoon.ca



Director 
Ashley Frederick
she/her

Ashley is a Barrie-raised, Tkaronto-residing 
artist playing professionally in theatre and 
film. Select theatre credits include Stage 
Manager: Green Skies (TBTB, 2021), Summer 
of Semitism (Paprika Festival, 2021); ASM: 
Darling of the Day (TIFT, 2016); Deviser: Alone, 
With You (Public Energy Performing Arts, 
2021), After George (Theatre Centre, 2019). Art 
Design credits (film) include: Rajan’s Ride With 
Me and Cold Hearted (ImagineNation, 2020), 
Osmow’s, IDRF (ImagineNation, 2020); and Art 
Assistant: Taboo (short film, 2021) and Project 
Bakeoff (EntertainmentOne, 2020). Ashley is a 
graduate of York University’s Devised Theatre 
program (according to a 3-second slide in a 
Zoom graduation ceremony).



Kale 
Celio de Andrade 
Santos Junior
he/him

Celio AJ, who plays Kale in Retrograde, is 
thrilled to be joining as an actor in the Theatre 
by the Bay. Born and raised in Brazil, he had 
theatre experience in his original country and 
participated in many theatre courses and 
workshops. As a person who was born and 
raised in a Favela in Rio, Celio is resilient and 
believes that everything is possible. He is fluent 
in 3 languages (Portuguese, Spanish, and 
English) and also is a content creator. 



Bo 
Taylor Cranston
she/her

  Taylor Cranston is an actor and singer 
based in Toronto and is a graduate of 
TMU’s Performance Acting program. She 
is very passionate about the development 
new work and being a part of bringing it to 
life. Taylor is very grateful to be a part of 
Retrograde and the inaugural season of the 
Simcoe County Theatre Festival!



Cyan 
Sarah Gervais
she/her

Sarah is an artist of many disciplines, based 
in Toronto. Selected credits include: Polonia 
(Hamlet); Catherine (Arms & The Man); Lady of 
the Lake (Spamalot); C (Bittergirl); Forever Irene 
(Concord Floral) and Rusty (Footloose). Outside 
of writing and performing, Sarah also enjoys 
knitting, horror movies, reality television shows, 
yelling loudly, making people laugh, and eating 
frozen strawberries. She sends big love to her 
friends and family!



Production 
Support
Sound Designer 
Mathew Magneson
Costume Designer 
Selina Jia



Retrograde

Showtimes
June 16 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 18 
2:35 - 3:20pm

June 21 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 24 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 25 
2:35 - 3:20pm



The Cowgirl 
of Suburbia

It looks like Elena has got it 
all: a comfortable bank job, 
reliable boyfriend and an 
inherited apartment. But when 
confronted with a choice to 
commit to a picture perfect 
life in suburbia, her safety net 
is at risk. Or could this be the 
chance she needs to be brave 
and move to wider pastures?



Playwright 
Megan Adam
she/her

Megan Adam is a playwright/performer who 
grew up in Barrie and now resides in Tkaronto. 
Working as an actor in new Canadian theatre 
led Megan to creating work herself. Megan is 
the co-founder of A Bit Much Productions, and 
her work has also appeared in indie theatre 
festivals such as Dark Crop, FlowFest, and 
the Toronto Fringe. Currently Megan works 
as an actor and artistic producer for Crane 
Creations Theatre Company.



Director 
Stacey Schat
she/her

Stacey holds a B.F.A. in Theatre from Ryerson 
University and a BEd from Nippissing. She has 
been an actor, theatre manager, classroom 
teacher and is now a program director at YWCA 
Muskoka. She co-founded O-Town Improv and 
The Old Dance Hall Players with her partner 
Doug Ironside. She is currently the Vice 
President of Mariposa Arts Theatre. Stacey is so 
grateful her parents saw theatre as a valuable 
creative outlet and community builder. 



Cowboy 
Frank Kewin
he/him

Frank is a licensed psychotherapist and avid 
theatre performer. He loves the whole process, 
rehearsals, character development and 
performing. It’s exciting to be a part of this TBTB 
Team empowering local talent to tell powerful 
stories! The 21st century belongs to Storytellers!



Christina 
Jessica Lethbridge
she/her

Jessica was born and raised in Barrie, ON. 
She has always loved to perform and put 
on a show. She picked up theatre again 
in 2017 where you may have seen her in 
the Broadway favorite Chicago. In 2018, 
she played 5 different characters fit with 
accents in the smash hit Lucky Stiff (it’s 
so her). Just before the pandemic in 2020, 
she was fortunate to join the all star cast 
of The Art of Dining. She puts her heart into 
everything she does and she loves making 
people happy.



Elena 
Janet McMordie
she/her

Janet McMordie is a physician, actor, and 
podcast host. Her podcast, Second Act 
Actors, celebrates those who decided to 
pursue acting later in life. Recently, she 
was in Mariposa Arts Theatre’s production 
of Love, Loss, and What I Wore. In her free 
time, she enjoys kayaking around Simcoe-
Muskoka and performing improv with The 
Old Dance Hall Players. She wants to thank 
Alex, Dad, Leah, Jess, Jo, Stacey, and the 
DA for their love and support.



Molly 
Natasha Paquin
she/her

Natasha is a theatre veteran of 16 years who is 
very excited to be working with TBTB for the first 
time with this talented “Cowgirl” team. You may 
have seen her in previous MAT, KCP and SST 
productions where she has been nominated 
and won multiple Thea awards. Thank you to all 
her friends and family for their love and support 
and enjoy “The Cowgirl of Suburbia”!



Bryce 
Adriano Reis
he/him

Adriano Reis is a Canadian-Brazilian actor and 
creator raised in Newmarket, Ontario. He is 
so thrilled to be close to home telling new and 
thought provoking stories. After graduating 
from George Brown Theatre School during the 
height of the pandemic, nothing could bring 
him more joy than performing again for a live 
audience. Selected credits: Arlecchino (Corsican 
Complaint); Vershinin (Three Sisters & Co.) and 
Demetrious (A Midsummer, Night’s Dream). 
Adriano hopes you enjoy the festival!



The Cowgirl 
of Suburbia

Showtimes
June 17 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 18 
8:15 - 9:00pm

June 22 
8:35 - 9:20pm

June 25 
8:15 - 9:00pm

June 26 
2:35 - 3:20pm



Workshops

Professional 
Workshop 
$5-25

Acting Workshop: Action and Objectives 
with Nicole Wilson

This workshop is for any actor or director 
eager to learn more about, and practice 
using, Action, Objectives, and Tactics in 
the rehearsal room. Based on the work 
of Stanislavski, this is essential training 
for performers looking to specify and 
strengthen their table work and onstage 
performance. This workshop runs from 
1-5pm at the Five Points Theatre. 
No experience with these skills is 
necessary, but just a willingness to 
get up on your feet and try!

Friday June 24th 1-5pm
Five Points Theatre



Theatre Lab 
Reading

There Are Enemies 
In Our Bosom 

by Mike Whyte

This event is free to attend and no 
reservation is required. Just bring 
yourself and be ready to enjoy a new 
play reading!

During World War II, a woman tasked 
with protecting her small Canadian 
town from spies, races to save her 
community from disaster after 
discovering the man she fell for is 
plotting to blow her town off the map.

Sunday June 19th 7-9:30pm
Five Points Theatre

free





Full-Service Law Firm

Full-Service Law Firm

Full-Service Law Firm



Today’s planning…  
for tomorrow

Financial security planning is about more than retirement; 
it’s about making things happen at every stage of your life. 
Together, we can build a financial security plan to help you 
reach your dreams.

What’s your dream? 

Al Jones, CFP®, CLU
Certified Financial Planner®

705-721-0450

Call today.

Today’s planning…  
for tomorrow

Financial security planning is about more than retirement; 
it’s about making things happen at every stage of your life. 
Together, we can build a financial security plan to help you 
reach your dreams.

What’s your dream? 

Al Jones, CFP®, CLU
Certified Financial Planner®

705-721-0450

Call today.

Today’s planning…  
for tomorrow

Financial security planning is about more than retirement; 
it’s about making things happen at every stage of your life. 
Together, we can build a financial security plan to help you 
reach your dreams.

What’s your dream? 

Al Jones, CFP®, CLU
Certified Financial Planner®

705-721-0450

Call today.

Financial security planning is about 
more than retirement; it’s about making 
things happen at every stage of your life. 
Together, we can build a financial security 
plan to help you reach your dreams.







Ada 
Kallio

Alison 
Perry

Ann 
McCullough

Anne 
McAdam

Beth 
Foster

Brett 
Glover

Bryan 
Harris

Candy 
Pryce

Carol 
Norman

Carolina 
Belmares

Cathy 
Webster

Catriona 
Moggach

Christina 
Hurst

Cindy 
Hinds

Danielle 
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Debbie 
Vantol
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Moggach
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Moggach

TBTB MEMBERSHIP LIST



Joan 
Gilroy

Joanne 
McPhail

Kathryn 
Talbot

Kenneth 
Montgomerie

Khaleel 
Gandhi

Kristian 
Diesen

Lesley 
Coo

Lisa 
Williams

Marshall 
Green

Mary 
Barnes

Mary 
Jo Walter

Michael 
Whyte

Michelle 
Blanchard

Nancy 
Chapple Smokler

Pascale 
Graveline-Pleau

Patricia 
Hammond

Robin 
Milani

Ron 
Caldwell

TBTB MEMBERSHIP LIST



Ryan 
Cardwell

Sandi 
McMillan

Sandra 
Ballantyne

Sara 
McEwan

Stephen 
Crocco

Steve 
Smyth

Steven 
Schipper

Trudee 
Romanek

Wendy 
Miller

Wendy 
Greene

Zarah 
Walpole

TBTB MEMBERSHIP LIST





Special Thanks

The Simcoe County 
Theatre Festival Committee



James Briden

Bryan Haas 
(Banting Robotics)

Jordan Dolsan 
(Banting Robotics) 

Peter Humphries 
(Banting Robotics)

Amber McLenaghan 
(Banting Robotics)

Brenda Thompson

Daniel Coo

Jill LaPlante

Wendy Graham

Mike Brandon

Doug Ironside

Brian Halbot

Heather Fischer

Elizabeth Bennett

Allyson Voo

Patrick Voo

Amy and Dan Lewis

Selina Jia

Mark Hayward

Julie Underhill

Stephannie Schlichter

Amanda Dyke

Rob Bell

Brent Harlow

Rayna Thomas

Diane Frederick 
(Ferndale Trim & Doors)

Rob Romanek

Marissa Caldwell

Seamus West

Special Thanks



A BETTER 
BARRIE 
COMES 
WITH BIFF

BIFF4BARRIE.VOTE

A Scandal for All Seasons is an original farce 
about two Barrie socialites who engage 
in a “battle of the bulge” over the sexy, 
progressive Mayor of Barrie.

AUGUST 2022


